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DelDOT Emulsified Asphalt Tack Coat Acceptance Program 
The Department maintains an approved emulsified asphalt tack coat sources list to be used on all 
Department contracts and Department issued permits or agreements. For purposes of this acceptance 
program, an emulsified asphalt tack coat source is classified as either a manufacturer or a supplier. A 
manufacturer is the entity that produces the final tack coat material or who makes a blend or modification 
that alters the properties of the tack coat. Manufacturers are permitted to source Department contracts 
and Department issued permits or agreements directly or they may source approved suppliers. A supplier 
does not manufacture emulsified asphalt tack coat material, but instead purchases and resells it. Suppliers 
are only permitted to source Department contracts and Department issued permits or agreements. 
 
The tack coat source is responsible for providing material that meets all necessary contract requirements 
and guidelines contained within this acceptance program. The Department will perform quality assurance 
inspection and oversight as specified in this program to ensure compliance with all Department 
requirements and specifications. The Department reserves the right to conduct additional quality 
assurance inspections and tests at its sole discretion when quality issues are discovered in the field. The 
Department will work with qualified sources to resolve discovered quality issues but reserves the right, at 
its sole discretion, to suspend any source’s approvals for non-compliance reasons. 
 

Qualification Requirements 

Emulsified asphalt sources that wish to become a Department approved source must submit a request to 
the Materials and Research section at DOT_APL@Delaware.gov for each facility in which qualification is 
requested. The requestor must submit the following information to the Department to process the 
request: 

• Location and address of each facility to be qualified, 

• Whether approval is being requested for the facility as a manufacturer or supplier, 

• Contact information for each facility’s General Manager and each facility’s assigned Quality 
Control contact person with phone numbers and e-mail addresses, 

• Emulsified asphalt grades in which Department approval is requested, 

• Initial series of test data for each emulsified asphalt grade in which Department approval is 
requested (for suppliers, this may be the manufacturer’s certificate of compliance),  

• Any pertinent industry certifications or accreditations, and 

• Quality control plan that complies with this program for each facility in which qualification is 
requested. 

 
Once the Department has reviewed and accepted the information submitted by the emulsified asphalt 
source, the Department may elect to conduct an on-site inspection and quality control audit. The 
Department may additionally collect samples during the on-site inspection and perform compliance 
testing. Facilities that are found to be in compliance with the requirements of this program will be issued 
a letter of qualification to become an approved source for specific grades of emulsified asphalts and will 
be added to the Department’s approved sources list. The Department, at its sole discretion, will determine 
certification in cases where full compliance is not met during the on-site inspection.  
 

Quality Control Plan Requirements 

Department approved emulsified asphalt sources are required to maintain a quality control plan that 
meets the requirements of this section for each facility. Quality control plans must be updated and 
submitted to the Department annually, and when quality control personnel or procedural changes in the 
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facility occur. The information to be included in the quality control plan varies based on whether the facility 
is classified as a manufacturer or supplier.  
 

Manufacturers 

Quality control plans for facilities classified as a manufacturer are to include the following information at 
minimum: 

• Facility location; 

• Name, telephone number, and email address of the person responsible for quality control at the 
facility; 

• Current DelDOT emergency contact information including phone number and e-mail address; 

• The quality control tests to be performed on each emulsified asphalt grade produced; 

• Name and location of all accredited laboratories performing the quality control tests prescribed in 
the quality control plan; 

• A description of the method and frequency for initial testing, quality control testing, and 
specification compliance testing;  

• Procedures for isolating, remedying, and potentially disposing of any emulsified asphalt tack coat 
material determined to not comply with the purchase specifications; 

• A statement indicating that a manufacturer will prepare a monthly summary report for all quality 
control and specification compliance tests performed and that the manufacturer will submit these 
statements as requested;  

• A diagram and/or aerial photo of the facility displaying the layout of tanks and their associated 
identification numbers; and 

• An outline of procedures to be followed for checking emulsified asphalt transport vehicles prior 
to loading to prevent contamination of shipments. 

 

Suppliers 

Quality control plans for facilities classified as a supplier are to include the following information at 
minimum: 

• Facility location; 

• Name, telephone number, and email address of the person responsible for quality control at the 
facility; 

• Current DelDOT emergency contact information including phone number and e-mail address; 

• Procedures for isolating, remedying, and potentially disposing of any emulsified asphalt tack coat 
material determined to not comply with the Department’s specifications; 

• A diagram and/or aerial photo of the facility displaying the layout of tanks and their associated 
identification numbers; and 

• An outline of procedures to be followed for checking emulsified asphalt transport vehicles prior 
to loading to prevent contamination of shipments. 

 

Operating Requirements 

Non-compliance with the operating requirements of this program, the source’s approved quality control 
plan, or the Department’s specifications is cause for revocation of approval. 
 

Manufacturers 

The following operating requirements must be met in order to maintain status as an approved tack coat 
manufacturer:  
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• A quality control plan must be submitted to the Department annually and when quality control 
personnel or procedural changes in the facility occur.  

• A certification of analysis must be sent electronically to the Department for each product made 
and shipped to DelDOT projects for each tank and lot produced. The certificate of analysis must 
include the facility from where the material originated as well as the tank and lot/batch number 
for the product. 

• Issue immediate notification to the Department and the receiver of any shipment determined not 
to comply with the purchase specifications. Notify the Department and obtain Department 
approval prior to resuming material shipments. 

• Provide a bill of lading or other similar documentation for each shipment which includes the 
facility from where the material originated, the tank and lot/batch number for the product, the 
product grade, and amount.  

• All pertinent quality control records including equipment calibration records, shipping records, 
inspection reports, and testing results are to be retained and made available to the Department 
upon request. 

• The manufacturer’s approved quality control plan must be followed. 
 

Suppliers 

The following operating requirements must be met in order to maintain status as an approved tack coat 
supplier:  

• Only supply material that is manufactured by a Department approved manufacturer.  

• Notify the Department prior to any change in emulsified asphalt tack coat material source. 

• Supply from a fixed location and from a tank that is insulated, capable of circulating its contents, 
holds no more than 12,000 gallons of material, and is capable of maintaining the temperature of 
the emulsified asphalt material between 50°F to 180°F.  

• A quality control plan must be submitted to the Department annually and when quality control 
personnel or procedural changes in the facility occur.  

• Furnish manufacturer performed quality control test results upon Department request. All quality 
control testing must be conducted by accredited laboratories.  

• Log all supply tank refills in accordance with DMF-210.  

• All pertinent records including equipment calibration records, shipping records, inspection 
reports, tank refill logs, and testing results are to be retained and made available to the 
Department upon request. 

• Provide a bill of lading or other similar documentation for each shipment which includes the 
facility from where the material originated, the tank and lot/batch number for the product, the 
product grade, and amount.  

 

DelDOT Quality Assurance 

The Department will review an approved source’s on-file information annually to verify compliance with 
the Department’s acceptance program. The Department may request additional information if the 
Department determines the on-file information is insufficient or if the on-file information is no longer 
current. The Department reserves the right to perform material sampling and testing as needed to ensure 
quality and material compliance. When requested, samples must be submitted with a certificate of 
analysis.  

https://materialsandresearch.deldot.gov/images/5/53/DMF210.pdf

